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confent in what has Been juft now declared,& the Controver- 
fie being about Matter of fa %,wherein Authority,Number,and 
Reputation rauft caft the Ballance, Monf. Heveliut , who is as 
well known for his Ingenuity, as Learning, will joyn and ac- 
quiefee in that fentimeut. 


Of a Gorrefpndencyjo be pocured for the Fin - 
ding out the True diflance of the Sun and 
Moon from the Earth Jay the Parala x>obfr- 
ved under (or neef) the fame Meridian. 

Seeing that the knowledge of tin's diffcance may prove of im¬ 
portant Ufe, for the Perfecting of Aftronomy, and for the 
better eftablifhing the doitrine of \efraUims ; it is in the 
thoughts of forne very curious Perfons in England, for the 
finding out the fame, to fettle a Correfpondency with fome 
others abroad, that are underftanding in Aftronomical mat¬ 
ters, and live in places farr diftant in Latitude 5 and under ( or 
near ) the fame Meridian. 

To perform which, the following Method is propofed to 
beobferved^ vi That at certain times agreed on by two 
Obfervatours, making ufe otTekfccpes. large, good and well 
fitted for this purpofe, by a sne a furihg rod, placed within 
the Eye-glafs at a convenient diftance, that k may be d;fttn<2> 
ly feen, and ferve for meafuring fmall diftances by minuts 
andfeconds ("which is-eafie enough in large Tele [copes ) that, 

1 fay, each offuch obfervers, thus furnifli’t, fhall obferve the 
vifible way of the Moon among the Fixt Jlars, ( by taking her 
exadt diftance from any Fixt. jlarr, that lyes in or very near 
her way, together with the exatft time of her fo appearing) 
and the then apparent Diameter of her Disk 3 continuing 
thefe Obfervations every time for two or three hours, that fo. 
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if poffible, two exadt obfervations of her Apparent place a- 
inoog the Fixt flars being made, at two places thus diftant in 
Latitude, and as near as may be under the fame Meridian, by 
thcfe Obfervators concurring at the fame time, her true and 
exadt diftance may be hence colledted, not onely for that 
time, but at all other times, by any (ingle Obfervator's view- 
ingher withaTelefcope, and meafuring exadtly her Apparent 
Diameter. It were like wife defirable, that as often as there 
happens any considerable Eelipfe of the Sun, that this alfo 
might be obferved by them, noting therein the exadt mea¬ 
sure of the greateft Obfcuration compared with the then ap¬ 
parent Diameter of his Disk. For by this means, after the di. 
Stance of the Moon hath been exadtly found,the diftance of the 
Sun will eafily be'deduced. 

As for the time, fitteft for making Obfervations of the 
iMoon , that will be,when flie is about a.Quarter or fomewhat 
lefs illuminated, beeaufe then her light is not fo bright, but 
that with a good Telefcope (he may be obfsrv'd to pafs ciofe 
by, and Sometimes over feverai Fixt flan 5 which is about 
four or five days before or after her Change : Or elfe at any 
other time, whsn the Moon paSTes near or over Some of the 
bigger fort of Fixt flats, fuch as of the firftorfeeondMfl^- 
nitude which may be eafily calculated and forefeen: Or belt 
of all, when there is any TotaH Eelipfe of thzAJoon -, for then 
the Si vaaNdtTeleftopicalflars may be feen cloSc adjoyning to the 
very body of the Moon. Of all which particulars the two 
Correfpondents are to agree, as Soon as he,that is tojoyn a- 
broad, Shall be found out; whereupon they are mutually to 
communicate to each other^what they Shall have thus obferved 
in each place. 

Of an Obfervation , not long fince made in Eng¬ 
land, of Saturn. 

This Obfervation was made by Mr, William Ball, accom¬ 
panied 



